Comparative sensitivities of meiotic prophase stages in male mice to chromosome damage by acute X-and chronic gamma-irradiation.
Radiation-induced multivalents, fragments and bivalent separation were studied at metaphase I in mouse spermatocytes. These cells had been irradiated with 200 rad X-rays as spermatogonia or in different stages of prophase. Radiation sensitivity increased towards the latter end of prophase with respect to multivalents and fragments. These results were compared with protracted gamma-irradiation throughout prophase.